
 

Celebrating Advent - Advent began this past Sunday, November 27th. Advent is a time of 

expectant waiting and preparation for the celebration of the Nativity of Jesus. Advent is from 

the Latin word that means “coming”.  It is during these next four weeks that we are all invited 

by God to prepare our hearts, minds, and homes to make room for the love of Jesus. We are 

called to give of ourselves more fully and to be truly present to those who need us most. May 

we not forget what the Advent season is about as we prepare, for Christ is with us during 

Advent and through the entire year. We invite you to follow along with the daily Advent 

readings shared on the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops website: https://www.usccb.org/resources/

Advent-Calendar-2022.pdf. 
 

Throughout the Advent season, each classroom prepares for the coming of our Lord in its own special way. Each day 

we will begin our day with an Advent-themed morning announcement. Each 8th grade will learn all about the Jesse 

Tree tradition and will make a Jesse Tree ornament. Additionally, each classroom was provided with an Advent wreath 

and light-up candles last year from our Faith Formation Committee.  We look forward to seeing those in the 

classrooms again. They will be saying specific Advent prayers each week as they light the candles.  

 

Inspirational Characteristics- Every month AGS will focus on characteristics with a specific theme that our students 

and faculty can be inspired by. Our inspirational characteristic for November was leadership. Throughout the 

classrooms teachers inspire students to not only lead but to know how to be led by those who have their best interest 

at heart such as their parents, teachers, priests, and Jesus. Students are called upon to be leaders daily. Through 

student council, reading in front of the classroom, at Mass, and even with our prayer partner activities. At AGS we are 

proud of each of our students as they strive for positive leadership. We look forward to the rest of the months which 

include: Humility, Self-Discipline, Respect, Purity, Perseverance, and Loyalty.  Ask your 

children how they are inspired by these characteristics both 

inside and outside of the classroom. 
 

Prayer Partner Activities - We were so excited to meet with 

our prayer partners on Tuesday, November 22nd for a 

Friendsgiving celebration. They had a chance to connect, 

enjoy some food, and work on a special Thanksgiving “I am 

thankful for you” activity together.  It was so inspirational for 

each child to thank and be thanked for being special. 
 

Third Grade Service Project 

Third grade worked on one of their service projects which is sending letters to shut-ins for the 

holidays! They learned how to address the envelope, made the cards, and sent them out to 

spread holiday cheer! 
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Cards for Father Dave 

On Thursday, November 18th, our all school Liturgy was celebrated by Father 

David Poecking. Since his announcement that he will be leaving our parish as he 

was assigned by Bishop Zubik has assigned him as the South Vicariate, our 

students had been making him special cards to take with him. We were able to 

present him with the cards and best wishes at the Mass. Best of luck Father 

Dave in your new position, we will continue to keep you in our thoughts and 

prayers. 
 

Advent Eucharistic Adoration - AGS students are warmly invited to provide music for the parish Advent Eucharistic 

Adoration on Wednesday. December 14, 2022 at Holy Trinity Church. Adoration will begin around 7PM at the 

conclusion of the 6:30 Mass. Whether you play an instrument or sing, we would love to have the youth of the 

school and parish offer their musical talents with quiet, meditative music based on Advent and Eucharistic themes. 

If you are interested, then please contact Mr. Tony Tretsky atresky@agsknights.com, or Dr. Vincent Rone 

vrone@archangelgabrielparish.org. Many thanks, and God bless. 
 

 

ALCOSAN - We welcomed Allegheny County Sanitary Authority (ALCOSAN) 

to our AGS Science Lab. Thank you for sharing an amazing hands-on 

science experiment with our third and fourth graders. They mixed specific 

chemicals together including yeast and made elephant toothpaste! We 

can’t get enough science.  

 

Day of the Dead - PreK - Grade 8, have weekly Spanish class and 

learned all about the Day the Dead and celebrated the holiday. Ms. 

Dennis went all out with the fantastic lesson, treat bags, prizes, and 

more.  If you want to learn more about the Day of the Dead, watch 

this video! https://youtu.be/_e6VdNxCfPM  

 

Student Council Elections - Our inspirational characteristic 

for November was leadership. Our student body was asked 

to identify those who would make excellent leaders and 

they voted for the student council members. Our student 

council meets monthly, representing the school, designing 

student fundraisers, special events and activities in 

addition to suggesting and implementing change on behalf 

of the students. This is a leadership position and we are 

excited to see what they do this year. 

 

Congratulations to our newly elected Student Council 

members for the 2022-2023 school year.  

President: Alex Smith, Vice President, Vice President: Madelyn Wolsko, Secretary: Oliva Schmitt, Treasurer: Owen 

Ireland, and Public Relations: Isaac Jones. Student Council Classroom Representatives: 8th 

Grade:  Marco Buzzard, 7A: MarioThomas and Annabelle Watson, 7B Madeline Debbis and 

Lucas Stragand, 6A: Sebastian James and Sonni Spadaccia, 5A Capri Butera and Joseph 

Davoli, 5B Kennedy Kalich and Jed Watson.  

 

Kindergarten Thanksgiving Program - Our Kindergarten did a fantastic job performing songs 

and the story of Thanksgiving to the whole congregation. You have grown so much this year 

already and we couldn't be more proud of you! 
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Honor Roll - We are excited to announce our first quarter Middle School Honor Roll. We 

are extremely proud of our students’ performances and take our academics extremely 

seriously.  Congratulations to our Honor Roll for the first nine weeks.  High Honors is 

given to those who earn a 4.0 - 3.7 and Honors is given to those who earn 3.69 -3.25.   
 

Congratulations to our Middle School Honor Roll:  

6A - High Honor Roll: David DelFiandra, Thomas Einloth and Sebastian James.  

Honor Roll: Mia Alfeche, Sophia Colosimo, Ashlyn Curry, Ava DePace, Jake Huet, 

Lauralei Kroniser, Eliza Loncar, Nolan Meyer, and Isabella Sedei.  
 

7A  - High Honor Roll: Madeline Debbis, Nico Domenico, Dean Douglass, Sadie 

Karashin, Dominic Mattarochia, Isabel Stuckeman, Elizabeth Tokarczyk, Isabella Walsh, 

Ava Ziemniak, and Julia Zottola.  

Honor Roll: Andre Kolocouris, Anthony Pilotta, Rebekah Roun, Lucas Stragand, Sydney 

Trippe, Adelina Vattimo, and Jeremy Ye.  
 

7B -  High Honor Roll: Eve Betten, Anna Cicchino, Lily Reilly, Zachariah Sellman, Wyatt 

Walsh, Annabelle Watson, and Brylie Welsh. Honor Roll: Leo Beadling, Joseph Fiedler, 

Danison Lee, Simon Rohrdanz, Mario Thomas, and Emerson Witter.  
 

8A - High Honor Roll: Lindsay Bressler, Ryan Bridge, Marco Buzzard, Aiden Curry, 

Christian Gill, Maria DelFiandra, Max Huet, Mark Martella, Jude Miller, Alex Smith, 

Natalie Turcios, and Jack Turina.  

Honor Roll: Grant Karlik, Danica Nauman, Maddy Wolsko. 
 

Scholastic Book Fair—Our Scholastic book fair was the biggest success we have seen in the 

past ten years. We had 27 post-contest winners, who won $144 worth of books, 10 coloring 

contest winners with prizes over $100, plus 25 books for preschool worth over 

$150.  Donations were given to those who would not have been able to purchase books and 

over $1,500 in cash profits will go to our school. Additionally the book fair was able to 

donate 150 Accelerated Reader books for our middle school worth over $1,300. 

Accelerated Reader (AR) is a computer-based program that schools may use to monitor 

reading practice and progress. It helps teachers guide students to books that are at kids' 

individual reading levels. Students take short quizzes after reading a book to check if they've 

understood it. Students participate in AR every morning. Lastly, congratulations to all the 

students who won the scholastic book fair coloring contest! They won a free book. Thank you 

Mrs. McCord and all of the volunteers for your help.  Thank you teachers and parents for 

sharing the love of reading with our students. We know the difference reading makes in the 

lives of our students and we are excited to hear about all of the new books they are reading! 
 

Accelerated Reader -The following students met or exceeded their classroom’s 

accelerated reader goal for the First Quarter. 2nd Grade: Jorden Bach, Amelia Close, 

Rozalia DeCaria, Katya Lozano, Autumn Markewinski, Emily Rohrdanz, Andrew 

Sellman, Carter Stephens, and Rita Sutt. 3rd Grade: Thomas Dumm, Teddy Hess, 

Lola Jones, Gianna Mueller, Eleanor Stuckeman, Skylar Tegano, and Lily Urick.  4th 

Grade: Levi Jarocki, Edwin Lee, and Margaret McCord. 5th Grade: Noah Bridge, Capri 

Butera, Garrett Carlowski, Vivienne Cavicchia, Joseph Davoli, Camden Douglass, 

Clare Einloth, Karly Gill, Carter Guzel, Xavier Hess, Carter Kalasky, Christopher (CJ) Kacsur, Kennedy Kalich, Dillon 

Mattarochia, Lily Militzer, Caiden Price, Mia Reilly, Nicholas Rohrdanz, Jack Stragand, August Stuckeman, Heidi 

Surlow, Parker Thomas, James (Jed) Watson, Lucas Wertelet, Abigail Williams, Emily Williams, and Natalie Zottola. 

6th Grade: Luke Blatt, Sophia Colosimo, Ava DePace, Thomas Einloth, Sebastian James, Lauralei Kroniser, Eliza 

Loncar, Matthew McCord, Nolan Meyer, and Sonni Spadaccia. 7th Grade: Anna Cicchino, Maddie Debbis, Nico 

Domenico, Dean Douglass, Sadie Karashin, Andre Kolocouris, Rebekah Roun, Izzy Stuckeman, Lizzie Tokarczyk, 

Sydney Trippe, Adelina Vattimo, Bella Walsh, Jeremy Ye, Ava Ziemniak, and Julia Zottola. 
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Students of the Month - Congratulations to our November Students of the 

Month: PreK - Sadie Thiry, Kindergarten - Vivien Ocheltree, First Grade - 

Bynley McHugh, Second Grade - Bodhi Hedman, Third Grade - Lola Moore-

Jones,  Fourth Grade - Avaya Hess, Fifth Grade - Parker Thomas, Sixth Grade 

- Eliza Loncar, Seventh Grade -  Brylie Welsh, and Eighth Grade -  Aiden 

Curry. 

 

AGS Gym Renovation Celebration and Clash of the Angels 

Tournament - On November 26th, Archangel Gabriel Catholic 

School hosted the Clash of the Angels basketball tournament 

with Guardian Angel Academy. There were basketball games 

throughout the day starting with the developmental teams and 

ending with the varsity teams. We also cheered along with our 

cheerleaders from our preschool pre-pep squad through varsity 

who were cheering all of the games. The stands were full of 

energetic fans throughout the day, and our concession stands 

were busy with hungry guests and great food as we took some 

time to honor those who generously donated their resources 

and time to renovate the gymnasium to showcase the schools 

legacy traditions which are now Archangel Gabriel Catholic 

School. The gym is officially the home of the Knights and we are 

grateful for all of those who supported this effort. We are also 

extremely grateful to Coach Hinds whose name permanently graces the floor as we celebrated his 30 years of 

coaching basketball for Holy Trinity and now Archangel Gabriel. Congratulations to Archangel Gabriel Catholic 

School players and coaches as we are keeping the tournament trophy in our case this year as we won the 

tournament.  We can’t wait to see all of the successes and memories made in this gym! 
 

AGS JV Volleyball Playoffs - A job well done this season for our AGS JV volleyball team who 

made the playoffs for the first time in AGS history. They played their final game of the 

season on Sunday, October 31st against a team with only one set loss the entire season 

and while they came up short, they received great feedback from all opponents coaches. 

Congratulations on making the top 8 out of 29 teams and a special thank you to Coach 

Curry for your leadership. We know this team is only going up and they are learning 

important life lessons along the way! 
 

Trip to Akron -   Over the weekend of November 18-20, our 

Varsity Boys and Girls Basketball teams in addition to our 

Varsity Cheerleaders took a trip to Akron, Ohio for the 

Classic in the Castle Tournament at Archbishop Hoban 

High School. They played and Cheered their hearts out 

over the weekend and more importantly they had a chance 

to be together with their coaches and teammates. We 

really appreciate everyone for their extreme efforts in 

making this weekend happen for the students. Join us in 

wishing them a safe and successful season.  



Christmas Concert - On Monday, December 19th at 1:15 PM, we will be having our Christmas Concert for grades    

K - 8 in our Gymnasium. Classes will rotate through singing Christmas songs and we invite up to two guests per 

family to join us.  Students may dress up for the occasion and Christmas outfits are encouraged. Students may also 

be dismissed from their classrooms following the event.  That evening at 6:30 PM we will also be holding our Band, 

Chorus, and Violin concert in the Gymnasium.  All are welcome to attend. 

Disney’s Aladdin Jr.  - Congratulations to our  “Disney’s Aladdin Jr. Musical ~ JR.” cast 

who were announced on November 18th and are available on the homework site. We 

will be waiting in anticipation of the Spring performances! You have each been blessed 

by God with so many talents in acting, singing, and dancing ~ we can’t wait to see you 

bless others with your performances! Congratulations!  

Family Business Directory - As a Catholic School, we pride ourselves on being able to come together and support 

each other as a community.  In order to help grow support and community efforts, we created a family business 

directory on our website under Support - https://archangelgabrielpgh.org/family-businesses. Please consider 

supporting our families’ businesses and helping us to build our community.  If you or your family has a business, 

please consider adding it to our list by contacting skalich@archangelgabrielpgh.org. 

Testimonials—Right now people are looking into where they would like to send their children next year for 

preschool, kindergarten, and beyond. We are thrilled that you chose AGS 

and would LOVE your help in keeping us strong. In addition to you telling 

prospects about our school, it is important for families to have access to 

up to date positive messages about AGS. This includes word of mouth, 

advertising, reviews, and testimonials. We are asking your help!  Could 

you please take a moment to review us on Google, Niche, Facebook, and/

or internally through our survey monkey so that we can best showcase our 

school?  (More than one way would also be amazing as we continue to 

build these sites as AGS.) If you take the time to review our school, please 

let us know so we can give you one hour volunteer time per review. We 

can't do it without you and value you. Here is a link to 

our testimonial page, on the left side are the links to all of the ways to 

review:   https://archangelgabrielpgh.org/testimonials where you will find 

direct links to the reviews!  Thanks to all who have already done so! It 

means so much. For questions, thoughts, or volunteer hours for reviews 

given, please contact Advancement Director, Susan 

Kalich skalich@archangelgabrielpgh.org. 

Open House and Enrollment - We are currently planning for our Open 

House, Re-enrollment, and New Family Enrollment.  We will again be 

offering early Kindergarten enrollment for the 2023-2024 school year 

(beginning January 2nd), Re-Enrollment and add a sibling for current 

families (beginning January 23rd) and a 2-year commitment enrollment 

for 2023-2024 Pre 4 and Pre K plus 2024-2025 Kindergarten (beginning 

on January 30th). Our Open House and beginning of Open Enrollment will 

be Saturday, February 4th.  We are excited to have our wonderful families 

back next year and extremely excited to open our doors and hearts to new 

families.  Remember that you are our very best advocate. Please help us 

spread the word to families in our communities who AGS would be a great 

fit for and don’t hesitate to reach out to Advancement Director, Susan Kalich with any questions of if you have a 

new child who will be starting AGS next year so we can be sure you are on our communications list.  
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New Photos - Last Monday photographer Harry Giglio generously 

spent half of a day with us and took  many amazing pictures for 

us to use to showcase our school! His children were Holy Trinity 

Graduates and he was taking a walk down memory lane as we 

took photos through the school.  Here is a sneak peak from the 

day.  We look forward to using photos from his shoot for years to 

come! Thank you teachers and students for your energy and en-

thusiasm and thank you Mr. Giglio for your amazing gifts! 

www.harrygigliophotography.com, 

www.harrygiglioproductions.com,  412-480-1191. 

 

EITC Tax Credit to Support AGS For Businesses or Individuals - Are you a business owner or individual interested in 

supporting AGS and helping to provide scholarship funds to those in need?  There is currently additional tax credits 

available through the state that we can help you take advantage of to support AGS.  Example: If you planned on mak-

ing a generous donation of $500 to AGS, you instead could make a $5,000 donation to AGS and pay $4,500 less in 

taxes. You will change lives! Feel free to visit our website for more information: https://archangelgabrielpgh.org/eitc. 
 

 

Over the past month we have expanded our AGS family!  Join us in prayer and congratulations to the Sedlack Family 

who welcomed their son Maverick Sedlack who was born on Friday, October 28th at 8lbs, 7 oz. and we also are so  

excited to welcome Eleanore Jane Streets who was born on November 16th at 7 lbs., 11 oz.  It is such a blessing for 

these two families and we couldn't be more filled with joy.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you would like to submit any news articles for upcoming issues of Knights News, please email them to 

Advancement Director, Susan Kalich skalich@archangelgabrielpgh.org by the 15th of the month. 
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